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The figures in Table 3 trace the tendencies in manufacturing industries as clearly as 
possible from 1917 to 1960. In analysing statistics of production and materials used, price 
changes should be borne in mind, particularly the inflation of values in the years immedi­
ately following World War I, the drop in prices of commodities during the depressions 
following 1921 and 1930, and the increases again in World War II and the postwar period. 

3.—Significant Statistics of Manufactures for Certain Years 1917-60 
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1 A change in the method of computing the number of production workers in the years 1925 to 1930 inclusive 
increased the number somewhat over that which the method otherwise used would have given. There was there­
fore a proportionate reduction in the averages for 1925-30 per employee as compared with what these averages would 
have been under the other method. In 1931, however, the method in force prior to 1925 was re-adopted. The 
figures for 1931 and later years are therefore comparable with those for 1924 and earlier years. 2 Net value 
of products; see footnote 1, Table 1, p. 616. * Based on the revised Standard Industrial Classification; see 
text on pp. 623-624. * In 1952 gross value of products was replaced by value of factory shipments; see text 
on p. 615. 


